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" IT is with great sorrow and regret that we have % record
b‘l}g untimely death of 3j. Binodebehari Ghosh, Head-Assistar:
thhe Office; which melancho¥~ event took place on the 11th

Fﬂbruhry last. The deceased was suffering from intermittent

fever for a long time, but nobody suspected that his heal't.hl
./ haG. been thoroughly undermined, and that he would pass

a."‘u 7 80 sudlenly from our midst. He leaves behind a brilliant .

L

~d of thirty year? most faithful and loysl service in thé
*Oﬂuﬂge, and boty the su.tf and the students, past and present,
1w:lll bq.x bestimony to his amiable dispositio, which made him
ﬂa l.ﬂ'g&lar with all who came 1n touch with l:nm He was only
hree and died jn harness. ‘May his $oul rest in Reace |
. we .,  cur sincere condolence to his Lereaved family.
| ‘As's ﬁm:r?' of respeet for the memory of the dEEEﬂﬂEd the
) l;e@ and ‘the College-Schoql remained «closed on tha 15th
Tbruasy.
a
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eﬂnﬂatmp . »+ to the inefficiency of the present' system of
T'Lputmn in 1iangal, there are, we think, no two vlews The
séd for reforination in education is therefore just’ wha,t t.he

A\

The gr eat problem that faces the country to-day is.that of

.|
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.,.em'mﬁy has long felt, and {indoub tedly a thorough r&furm.iﬁj
direction is just what Bengal wants badly today. But the g7,
iien ris—what kind, ¢l educational reform will suit her most
attention being paid to her needs and requirements? " This, we
fianskly confess, is the great Serbonian bog where armies whd..
have surk, People who are thoroughly dissatisfied -ith thef
existing system ‘look upon the, contemp)ated Board of .
Secondary Education as the long It oked-for panaces, for their ﬁ
eagerness ‘or a change leads them to *hink tkat any change -
will .be a change for* the better. | Othe.~, however; regard.the
proposed Boa~d with suspicion, and not ithout reagesz” UL
" course it is premature to piss any remark upon the Bolrd) £’
this stage since it has not y=t come into existence, dnd- sm.t
we are quite in the dark as to what its nature and constitution« -
will be. Suffice it to say that there are conflicting views about
the gocd it may do. Great and high authorities rise on either
side so0as to make the perplexing question of educational -
reform in Bengal still more peiplexing.

{

i

( .
‘ L1

It is but natural that the proposal fo; a Board' should,’"e
viewed with Mspiéinn by the bulk /of ojir cnﬁj}tfy?.ﬁ .
Rightly or wrongly, Zheipublic haw» f,'r‘.’n "i‘aiﬁl‘:{' in the ! P}-g:gjt*
system of Government. Rightly or wrongly, the permle of
Bengal have learni:d to think th.at the attitude cf their H‘ P?fai_'ﬁ!
has been anything but fricadly fo thr cause of ;e
Any {roposal to bring about a reform in education cols. |, 110
a Grvernment which does not enjoy the uunﬁd;ancé, of ﬂtpf"
people, is pound to bt looked upon with suspicion, Fears have
therefore been already expressed tnat the creation of sthe.
Board will lay the axe at the root of higher edudation, n’
Bergal in the name of efficiency. We confess Jis Excelle’
last Convocation address has not thrown n.ach ligh! 1 pon tl:ﬁa (s,
matter so as to dispel thise fears and Euﬂpiﬁiﬂﬂ-ﬂ? from the.
public mind, We think the time has come when the ‘Govern:
men® should no longer keep the public in the dar). and shuﬁigl
declare -in clear, unmistakable terms what cducational refor

r

1‘.
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y-have in contemplation, The m| Ltteq/ls a serious ong ‘ung,
.3 public have a right to know what is going on behind the -;'.-

"!"'aﬂll‘. ‘[. ;f'

-

As to the proposed Board, even thos> Who favour its formpa-
tion want that 15 should be a purely nun-ufﬁmal bo&y, free of ¢
‘all’ ‘Gavornment control; ard unless this is done, all talk of
eduaatlunal reform is pure sham, Nn doubt the {inarce is to
come frnm the- Goverp-aent, put merely for that the Govern-
ment cannct claim a gl/ 1t supervision of ele affairs of an inde-

y t,ju.,-{w body consig*ing of the best and ablest of our educated
fti flt- would be unfortunate indeed if the loosening of ther
(‘! snge of the Government pirse were attended with the
‘tightening of its firm grip over educational affairs. ‘Efficiency
again is a beautiful catch-word, but in a country like Betgsl
whers the large majority of the people are steeped in
qlliteracy and ignorance, diffusion ds to be valued more /-
than mere efficiency.  Nobady wants that the rapid: ~
atf/;des education has made of late in this province should

‘ohecked in the papme of efficiency. We are afraid the.
1.. o has not yet cr.'ﬂ[, to cry halt. And 4f the Board
gﬁ.rmti sombiné cfficiervy with dlﬂ—iuﬂlu};‘:—thﬂﬂe two thmga
whiﬂh are now considered as alien—its cieation will do more
> shan gond.te our countrvmen. ' The jpresent system is

aloms no duuhf ; yet nobc 1y wants 1 go froin this great
q.eﬁp. stﬂl greater deep of which h¢ has no experienc,

: Anﬂther perplexing quesijon is whetosr the Intevmefiiate
r'lasﬂaﬂ are to be separcted from the B.A. classes, and ‘placed
4;1;111&1- the control of the Board of Secondary Edueatmn., It is
that, the Colleges of Bengal will be vlta.lly affected,
Apart (f,omi. the reduction of status to ,which many -
Colleges jare .Lound to succumb.if the pondernua axe of the
proposed wyerd is aimed at the separation of the head from
{Le trunk, sich an action will destroy the great tradition, that
a8 50 beautifully grown about the University ever since its
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fuundf-tmn A tradivion hf over sixty years has ta.ught- bd
the University and its alumni to look upon the Intermedia..
'1.1,{1 B.A. classes as 111?E’E&rable from each other, as mseparaﬂ"
and wvitally cnxm&nte& in fact as the different members of ther
body are; and under ‘its bemgn influence the Collegeso.
Bengal have been allowed to develop themselves into a beauti-
ful, harmonious ¥hole. Any rtiqmpt to break down this
noble tradition is &mre to throw edultion into wild copfusion, |
and who lrmows what monster III’IH.}F come out “of this chdos?
Already our boys wheén they come to Col. ~ges fresh from schools
seem to be moving avout in ‘worlds wot realised  ’ w;n!,h\
“blank misgivings’ on theit ‘face, and their hewﬂdermen ! 9.
more and more when they pass from their Colleges to the ﬁaaté.
grander, but all the same more alien, Post-Graduate Classes. -
What good will it do if the proposed Board widens further this
yawning gulf between higher «ud secondary education ? "What _
good will come out if the plant is denied a sound, healthy,
natural growth in its native so.l, and transferred from atmos-
phere to atmosphere only to be artificially fed and devnlnn d ?
“Will not the very act of transplantation kill its gema.l Enul s
very vitality, and make it languish and/iie a pr ematufe du.?,r 4,!1
or at best live a dwarfed, unna‘iuy/ﬁl iife'f, We pu.}me ﬁa‘: 1 |

reply. | ‘A

¥ y \

A for the much vexed questién of ‘Arts and Sf‘h e

>
quote the following remarks of the Directo:’ of Pul:\l\
Instruction for what they are worth: { e

“'The elief......that literary ecucation has no mnrkeli
value tends to increase, and the land-slide towards B Sc., and-
IS¢, courses continues. Colleges, if they are to liv:
forced to provide, often with great financial difficulty, expe:i—f
sive facilities for the new type of university cotrse which are.
often beyond their resources. Within reason the.. is much
ground for satisfaction in the diversification of ¢ollege stud.qa |
which is the result of the change. But the time hus comé ¢
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enter a “caveat” against some of {he afsumptions of the' mysy i
movement;, which is taking place. A science degree hag:
-prohaply no more strictly “ vocational ” value at least for maost.

. of those who take it, and may have les§, thar a degree in arts.
“The degree and the subject studied, 4re not the pole factur the .
educational process through which the degree is attained ‘s
eque.ly important. Bad'y taught and baduy studied science is

.28 vﬁlue]esr:m instrume at of educption ~5 badly studied arts,
While all meh should know some science, it is by <10 means a '
form of" education, whichf, as a main rEuhjem;, forms the best )

’ _!_.'rmH.TirLra;tiﬂn for-those professions ‘which havy in the past-

J'L’-f’-‘)acted and will certainly contifiue to attract the bhadralog

4 ‘ : oL !

¢ -of Bengal. Ifa man intends to be a lawyer or a civil servant
" or a clerk or a journalist or to enter commerce in some form or
‘other, 1t is probably not wise of him to study C‘hemisﬁf}' or

t- -Puysics or Botany until he is 23, save in exceptional instances.

It .is significant that the movemeht is so largely simply a

reaction against arts classes. ‘When an eilua.l reaction sets in

'L /E @airst science classes, as will one day be the case, when it is

* “uscovered that tley, too, can lead to unemployment, the .

\, s.7nifcance of the demand will be clear, The prevailing dis-

A mEi_sgntinn with arts . ﬂuﬁatiuq 1s really, though disguised as a
. AeRand for science, an expression of dissatisfaction with the.

._:f.’::rle rniversity, system o such, It ;iﬁ. a demand for good
*:h -;rr’; » for the tra 1sformation f th_e cnllegea espeuiqlly in the
|, intgriediate stages into places ‘of sound education, and for the

“* modification of the educational system in the light of ascer-

. tained needs and existing realities.”

£

'The Bengal Legislative Council has passed an important
-¢solution urging the introduction of compulsory physical,
train’'n3 into the schools and colleges of Bengal. If this resolu-"
tion 1s given effect to, it will no doubt remove a long- felt
want. Uvec 607, of our boys have a asfective physique, and we

r all feel that something should be done to make, our bors more
healthy and active. It will be a crime if we still persist in
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‘the oud, error of devei'ping the mind at the expense of - the |
‘body— an error which has done infinite .harm to our. ygueg/ '
men, hindering as it hus done the development not only of
their physique but, of thir mentality as well. There cannot'
be g hcalthy mind withqut a healthy body. We all know this,"
and yet this truth has been wilfully and criminally neglected
in this province with what sad resu't.cwe shudder vo point out.
We understand‘that Whe University ¢ Calcutta has already-..
 taken a leadin the matter of facilitat.ng the u.trndunfrmn of
' physical cultureinto the Colleges of Bengal. Most of the Colleges .
‘have readily censented. to undertake tHe iosk of 1mpm:-‘.'., qé
phyama.l training to their a.hmm. But most of the Cﬂ]l&g&;)f
in Caleutta suffer from great inconvenience in this matter, t.he 1
greatest of which is the want of suitdble grounds for physical
exercise, It is here that the Government should step 1n and.,
provide the Colleges with proper equipments and facilitics - -
such as the acquisition of ‘suitable plots of land on lease or
other terms, without which much cannot be expected of these
Colleges, completely handicapped as they are at present. ;
! r

f."'

The Long Vaéu.t‘-mn is near and our ho 3 will, 133 goi ng ]VML
to stay there for about three months. “Vhile w:shmg, bh\?m a-
happy vacation may.we no* be permitted to lay before themthe ’
following programme of work dnrag the holidays ?  We do pot
want ou: young men tr be’ good Loys, 'to pore ﬂ"ﬂf‘l vdei,
books and lose their health and vitality., We shall ' Ec happy
if they recognise their drties to their fellow-men, and‘ take up
any one, if noc all, of the fullnwmg items of work :— -

(@) Helping the cause of mass education by opetiing
niglit schools for the labourers and their children, and leaving
the conduct of these schools in the hands of their yonnger

brethren who live in the villages ;
(b) Impmvement of tae sanitary condition of the village

they li~e in, special attention being paid to the destruction of
the water-hyacinth and other weeds, as well as fo the constrte-
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/' tion of small roads and waterwayslby b chﬂdren of t-he mlla,ge
- in the evenings and moonlit nights
(c) Education of the jute-cultivafors so as to render thhﬁ
. free from the tyrannic and pmﬁteem{g grasp of the middle
men and money-lenders, by the fﬂl"ﬂﬂtlﬂ!n of effective uumrhma-
tions against these. b -
If any student does na' like any one of these items let him
.apenl.l the vacation as profitably as he can. Cnly let him
never pay exclusive at’ention to his studies. It i 13 better that
he should come backto his college with radiant smiles of health

(‘and life than with st.dder, thnugh wiser, looks, ¢ '

i i

5 ‘
© " It has been decided by thg-: H. N. Mitra Memori4l Fund
' Committee that all contributions hitherto received should be
cunverted into 3} per cent. Government Securities and the
. entire amount placed in .the hands of the ¢ University,
i\rtssfp.:unastmg that august body (to create a prize in
JrBqurt.a.njr,, in the name of late Prof. H. N, Mitra, out of the
&n.linual interest of the Funds, to be awarded annually to a
./s5udent of this Cnl].ege who ‘stands first in Botany from among
,_“*1"& ﬁuctes§ﬁ11 cana'dates at the Inter medJ(ate Examination.

“Sir Sidney Lee, the eminerit Shakespearian scholar, author

' of the Standard Biography of Shak(speare and editor of the’
/ Dictionary of Natlpnal Bmgra ‘ky, 1s no more. His death will
, ve 160]-‘[_3::1 upon as a grave calam 1ty Ly the literary wmlx:d.
pa . ' ‘

G]nselly following the news of Sir Sidhey Lee’s death’ comes
the melancholy news of a sudden outbreak of firé, at Stratford-
on-Avon—a name that thrills the heart of every, lover of
Shakespeare. The famous Shakespeare Memorial Theatre * and
a tﬂyrm adjoining 1t have been burnt down. Many valuable !
costymes stored ,bencath the .stage have been destroyed.
Fortunately all is not lost. The X useum and the Picture
Gallery with valuable relics of the gredc poat- and dramatist
have been saved. 1t has been definitely decided to rebuild the
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| Memm'ml Theatre anl a fand to raise £ 100,000 will be \
‘launched shortly, The destruction of the Theatre will not,
nierfere with the holding of the birthday and summner festwals

at Shakespeare’s buth -] lace.

(e f
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The College Union held its fifth and sixth s1tt1ng$ respac-
tively oh the Z0th January and 20th February last. On beth
‘the occasions the gathering was, small—an unmistakakie s1gn .
that th> members of the Unioa have ceased to take a keen"
interest in«its proceedings—which is much to be regretted.c
No paper was read, but there were interesting discussions e
diverse tnpms and the pmcaedmgs closed with a sumptw:rua '
repast on each occasien. The sixth sitting passed two .%'
important resolutions; one was that to perpetuate the
memory of their late lamented colleague all contributiorts 2
from the members of the staff to the H. N. uhtrr*- ’
Memunal Fund should, be placed in the hay ds of the Uﬂi?ﬂlﬁlf.}l"
50 as to create an' Endowment in order /o awa G wmry _,rea,i*
either a prize or a silver medal o the 'nmdﬂut who stands first °
.- in Bﬂtany at the Intermediate E};ammatmn from Bﬂ-ﬂg&bﬂﬂl
College ; the other was a cep.olence Iqsulutinn expressing |,
the Uniqa’s profound sorrc~ foy the uhtimely and unerpectei 1

death of one of its members, the late Babu Binodebeirari Ghosh. !’
||" "
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THE ECONOMICS ASSOCIATION.
I.

The First General Meeting of the Econgmics Association,
for the new scssion, came ff on Saturday the 16th Janusry,
1926, under the presidency of Prof. D. N. Mukhﬂ_]ee M.A.,
BL. Following was the item of business :—




