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could really be prasised, e asked all the stude:nts presen’, wilg
the' perni.ision of the lecturer, to write out a summary of what they
had just hea.d. Only one of tlhe whole number was able to repm-
cuce correctly 'even a poftion of the lecture ; others could npt put
down even three lines; and in cﬂnversalmn they explained that
they trusted to learning their text-books including problems and

their solutions. (P. 4o1)

L)

( 11 ) ,
The fact that the average mark in Mathematics obtained by
the whole mass of candidates, successful or unsuccessful, in the
Matriculation Examination 1917 was no less than 62 per cen/ is not
to be atiributed wholly to the mathematical ability of the Bengali
people, marked though that ability is, The methods of the examina-
tion contributed to produce this remarkable result. (P. 332)

! @
THE ECONOMICS ASSOCIATION.

The College Economics Association held its 4th Sitting on Saturday the gth
August, 1919, Professor P. Mukherjee of Presidency College was expected to
preside over the meeting., But unfortunately, he could not come owing to

some unforeseen circumstance.
Professor D, N, Mukherjee was then proposed to the chair by Sj. Nepal

Chandra Chatterjee, and the Secretary of the Association seconded the propo-

sal. The proceedings of the last meeting were read out by the Secretary and
were Culy confirmed. The Presidentthen called upon 5j. Abani Kumar
Mitra to read his English paper on “ What the Co-operative movement cando

in India.” The Essayist, by way of introduction, said that the Co-operative

movement first began in Germany in order to ameliorate the distressed condition

of the peasant class. He then tried to show very clearly how the movement
was nowhere to be more warmly welcomed than in India, where the peasantry
were almost on the verge of starvation and where more than 70 F. C. of the
poyulation lived directly or indirectly upon agriculture, The writer then gavp

d slort sketch of the introduction of the movement in India ; and dweit upon

the salutary effects of the Co-operative movement in all the upﬂ its of ]ll:,
educational, moral, social and economical. He quoted the opinions of such
personages as Sir  Theodore Morrison and Sir P. C, Ru:,r o corroborate his
views regarding the rather insignificant welfare that the Co- -operative rnovement

had krought into/ the country and the immense good that was expected to “ome - g
in the }uturet +he Essayist did not also lose sight of the fact that since the
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'+, hcet of. 1912, the s}:upa of the Co-operative organisation hhs been much wilened

£

and that' vigorous signsare already visible in the establishmep” of seleral

"+ 'indastrial organisations on Co- -operative principles, The Wr[tpr also express:d

hi$ satisfaétion over the fact that the Co.operative prmciplea had also been

| given‘effect to by the student community inasmuch as Co- -operative stores had
- already been started in two of the Calcutta Colleges, viz Bangabasi and St

Paul’s. In conclusion the essayist emphasised upon this Co-operative movement
being an important factor in the regeneration of the Indian nation ; and further,
he went on to remark that the movement had taken a far surer footing and a
fuller appreciation in India than even in Germany, considering thet\rﬁ:j’ short
period of its introduction in this country.

The other paper ( in Bengali ) was read by Mr. Kazi Abdul Khaleque, This
paper inﬂ, like the former one, was written in a lucid and attractive style and
carried much weight and value, He looked upon the subject from different
aspects of our present needs—our lack of health and strength, our lack in education,
want of capital for organising industries.etc. and sought to apply the Co-opera-

- tive principles to each of them individually. He placed before us, like a keen

observer of things and their collateral circumstances, a true picture of the des.
titute Indian, especially Bengali life ; and did also, like a warm, enthusiastic
lover of his motherland, propose various ways and means of improving the
sanitary, educational, industrial and commercial conditions of our country,
The writer in some places remarked, and' remarked with truth and propriety
that the Bengalees were specially idle in industrial and commercial enterprises ;
his fervent hope, however, was that we may seize the opportunity of this Co-
ﬁri:v-amtive movement and try Lo better our present condition.

The papers having been read, the President invited criticisms from the
members present, and 5j, Nepal Chandra Chatterjee spoke on the papers. As
regards the paper in English, he said he could not judge of it within so short a
time ; and as for the Bengali one, he touched the following points— (i) That
it was to some degree digressive, (i) That the Marwaris, who, as mentioned
by the Essa_riat, were making money on cloth business, were also our county y-
men and as such, no remark should have been made upon their high profit,
(iii) That both the writers spoke much on the merits of the movement I:ut
no one did mention any of its defects. With these words he resu.ned his geat,

"Then the Secretary on behalf of the Association thanked the Junior Econeni-s

si.ud:nl:s rithe jrd year class, for their having kindly joined the me;ting

~ Then followed the Fresidential address. The President hefore beginning his
speech on the subject, criticised the two papers. As regards the paper in
English, he said that it was written rather hurriedly, The essayist should have
giver a nore elaborate history of the introduction of the Cc-operative
ment in Iudia and he should have ascertained Frst uf “all wha' were th-.

move-
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. sites that would cml.lﬁt for the ‘economic and national regeneraticn of our country,
+and th'un  “oplied the principle of Co-operation to each of them indit;iliualljr '

and thus shovt what the movement could actually do in India with rmput h:
every phnae of om secial and political existence,

'Next he refuted the point of Sj. Nepal Chandra’ Chatterjee, viz,, tha;l; the
Bengali paper was rather digressive. The President pointed out that it was no
digression at all; it only enguired into all the possible aspects of our country’s

present situation and considered them one ‘after another, He remarked at the
same time that the essayist might bhave writter somclhing on Lhe pmgre::s of
the Cu-nrcmlire Societies,

Alter t‘:t:, he made some valuable remarks on the Co-operative movement.
He said that the movement first began in Germany in the beginning of the igth
century, Two gentlemen were the pioneers of this salutary movement, one of
whom was in favour of Rural Societies and the other wished to extend the
principle even to towns and thus to found what are called the Urban Societies,
At first tliujr had to confront many difficulties but within jo or 40 years the
ideas of Co.operation spread over the whole of the Continent, Malaria, Cholera

and other Epidemics were scon chased away, the peasantry were placed ona -

far better footing and the Industrial Revolution also received a great impetus
from this movement,

But we, the Indians, remarked the President cerlainly with an extreme bit.
terness of feeling, who were always in the dark as to what was going on in the
outside world, had no idea of the movement until‘in the beginning of the zoth
century, We wanted to have the system among us, but it was not before 1go4
during the Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon that an Act was panjed legalising the
establishment of Co-operative Societies for advancing loans only to the peasants,
But it was soon found that this system would not work well and the Govern~
ment deemed it necessary to pass in 1912 an Act which allowed Co-operation

“in every effort of Society,

His next point was what the movement has done up to this day and what
it~_n do for us in future. He remarked that up till now it had done very in-
sigoificant work and that more vigorous efforts were necessary to makeita
success,

He put the present wants of our country under four broad heads—( 1) Sani-

tation, (2) Education. (3) Agriculture and (4) Industry. The greatest troubles:.
‘regarding the question of Sanitation are malaria, bad drainage and want of

good drinking water. The President emphasised upon eatablishing ¢ o -oper-
tive Malaria Societies like that in Panihaty and organising such other Corpora-
tions as would look after the proper drainage and excavating ‘.vells and repair-
ing old ponds for good drinking water. Doctors should also be apgointed in
village., whouse remunerztion should be supplied by the Co-operative funds,
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Fducation and agriculturt also should be improved on tu—npe:alivc lines
. 'for which unselfis: hearts and indefatigable spirits were necessary.

_On the subject of industry, the President spoke with the finest, fervodr and
the most genuine zeal of heart. He did not wish that the inustry of the land
should lie any longer in the hands of the illiterate populace but hoped that we
should take, even while we are Students, an active part in promoting its cause,
“We should Co-operate and Co-operate heartily,”—is the precept which he

' taught, in collecting capital from among the student-community to organise

large.scale production within the country and many would follow our track in
-no distant future, .

With this wish and sincere hope, he resumed his seat and short!: alter the
meeting dispersed with the usual vote of thanks to the chair, The subject to
be discussed at the next meeting is, “Communalism v.s. individualism as the

basis of the industrial organisation in India.,”
S15IRKUMAR HAR,

Huony Secy, tv the Economics Association.
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