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The Story of My Expe'f'iment With Truth,:
BY—M. K. GANDHI |

CHAPTER V.’ . |
School-Days Recalled ‘e .
1 have already said that T was learning ot the High School '
when I was married. All of us’ three brothers cwert learning
at the same school. The eldest brother was in a much higher
class, and the elder brother who was marmed at the same time
&3 I, was only one class a.h?hd of me. Marriage resulted in
-both oftus wasting a year. The rcgult was %ven worse for my-
. brother. He gave up studies altogether, Heaven knows how
m.any youths suffer the same plight as he. Ohnly in the
present Hindu society can studies and marriage go together,
. My studies were continued. I was not regarded as a dunce
.ab the High School. I always enjoyed the affection of the
teachers. Certificates of boys’ progress and character used to
be sent to the parents every year. I never had a bad certifitate,
I een wop prives after I passed out of the second standard and
in the fifta and sixth I had scholarships of Rs, four and ten
for which I have. to thank good luck more than my own merit.
"For tle | scholarships were not open to all, but reserveg for
the best heys amongst those ccming fom the Sorath Division
of Kathiawar. And rin those days there could not have been
« many boyc from Sorath in‘a class Iﬂi fe -ty to fifty boys.
{ 4

DISLIKE« FOR GYMNASTICS

My own rccollection is¢ that I, had not any f:igh regard
for my ability. I used to bc astonished whenever ‘I won
prizes: and scholarships. But I very Jealously guarded
.ny character. The least little blemish drew tears from
niy eyes. Anything I merited, or seemed to the teacher
to mefit, his rebuke was unbearable for me. I remeiuber
having.once got corporal punishment. I did not so much
mind it, a5 the fact that I was considered to have eserved it.
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I wept piteously. That wa.s when I was in the first or second
standard. There is another incident of the time when I was
in the-seventh standard: Dorabji Edulji Gimi was the head-
master then. He was pcpu]ar among boys, as he was.a
dlmphnanan a man of method and a good teacher. ‘He had
‘made gymnastics and ericket compulsory for boys of the upper
standards. And I disliked both, « I never tqok part in any
exercise, cricket o1 football, befnre they were ma[de cum‘pulsnry
My shyners was one of the reasons of my alCofness, which I
now see was wrong. I then had the wrong wotiox that
gymnastics hrd nothing to do with educition. To-day I krdw-
that physical training shou!Z have as much place in ‘the cur-
riculum as mental training, .
I may however mention that I was none the worse fa- |
abstaining from exercise. That was because I had read in/
‘books the benefits of long wall's in the open air, ard hsi?irg
liked the advice I forméd a habit of taking walks which has
still remained with me. Thes» walks gave me a fairly hardy
constitution. '
And the reason of my dislike of gymnastics ‘was. my Keen

desire to serve as nurse to my father. As soon as the'school
closed, I would get back home and begia ser‘uriqgr father.
Coripulsory exercise came in the way of the service. I 1éq11e,5-
ted Mr. Gimi to exempt me frdm gymnastics se thy.t I might .
be free for this service but he would no* listen to me. ’\an
it so happened that on a Su‘ turday when we had oui school in'
the morning, I had to go to the school for gymuastics frém °
home at 4 o’clock 1 in <he evenin g. I had no watch, and the clouds
deceived me, Before I reacked the .school the boys had all
1éft. 'The next day Mr. Gimi examining the roll found me

" matked absefit. Being asked the reason for absence, .1 told

. him what had happened. He refused to believe me and ordered;
me to pay a fine of one or two annas ( I now forget how muéch).. -
1 was convicted of lyit.g ! That deeply pained me. Fdw was
I to-prove my innocence ? 'There was no way. I cried in deep
anguish, T saw that  man of truth musl also be a. man of
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-carefulness, This was the first ‘and last instance & my /
. ‘chrelessness 1n school. I have L faint reuullectmn ‘that 1 ¥
. succeeded in the end in getting exémpsion from the fine, o

. NEGLECT OF HANDWRITING

The exemption from exercise was, of course oBtained, 1,';7’-3‘; ‘
father, having wyitten to thec [leadmaster tkat he wanted me | B
¢ at home after gchool. But thnugh I was nene the ‘worse for
having neglectéd exercise, I am still paying the ,penalty of
' muther nefglects I do not knuw whence I got the notion that
D gubd bhndwutmg was not a neneamry part of pd‘uca.tmn but
1 vetained it quite until I went®«to England, When later, -
' especially i in South Africa, I daw,the beautiful handwriting
- wof lawyers and young men born and educated in South Africa,
*1 was ashamed of myself and repented of my neglect. I saw
that bad handwriting should he regarded as a sign of an
¢ ‘imperfect education. I tried later to itaprove my handwritiﬁg,
but it was too late. I could never repair the neglect of my
ynuth Let every young man and woman be warned by my
example gnd understand that gmd haudwntmg is a necessary
part of education. I am now of opinion ¢that children must
fi. Et- be faught the art of dmwmg before learning how to write,
" Tet {'.hqu child Jearn his ‘ietters by observations as he roes
different queﬂhs birds, ete,, and let ‘aim learn handwriting
- only after he has learnt to draw ﬁbjEEhE He will then write
‘ a heautlﬁ'llly furmed hand, \ “

l‘.,I,

INTEREST. IN GEOMEIRY

“Two more reminiscences of my school days are worth recor-

dmg I had lost one year because of my marriage a.ud t’m

% -.teacher wanted me to make good the loss by skipping a class—ar
it pmnlege usually a.llawed to mduat.rmus boys. I therefore had
" only rix months i in.the third standard and was ptomated to
the fourth after the examinations which are followed b}r the

summer vacation. English became the medmm nf{ instruction
/o
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~ in mor. subjects from the fburth standard. I found myself
~“completely at sea. Geometr; was a new subject in which I

‘wWas not particularly strong a.iJ(d the English medium made it
more difficult for me. 4ihe tumche1 taught the subJect very

well, but I could not “follow him. Often would I lose heart
a,n& think of going batk to the third standard, feeling the
/ packing of two z'ea,rﬁ studies 1n ore as too ambltlous But
that would not only diseredit me, but the teacher ~vho cohntmg
on my 1industry had recommended my promdiion. So the
fear of the double diseredit kept me to my post. - As, * howcever,
- with much edort I reached the 'thirtéenth propositién %f T~

Euchd, the utmoss mmphcg(,y of the subject was °sdddenly*
revealed to me. A subject which required a pure and simple

use of one’s reasoning could not be difficult. Ever since Geo-¢
metry became easy and interesting for me. /

TAKING TO SANSKRIT .

Sanskrit however proved a tougher job. In Geometry _
there was nothing to memorise, whereas 1n Sanskrit, I thought
everything had to be mugged up. * This subject ‘alsoswas cofn-
menced from the fourth standard. As soon as I entered the
sixth I threw up the sponge. The teacher w¥s a hard tasl:s
master anxious, as I thought, to stnﬁ too much nto tll? bGySt

There was a sort of rivalry going E)n between the«Sanskrit and
the Persian teachers.. The Parsian teacher was teraperate.

Boys used to talk among tiremselves that Persian was Yer y easy
and the' Persian teacher vé’ry good and considerate to the
studénts, . The ‘easiriess’ ‘tempted me and one day I sat in the

Persian class. The Sanskrit tpacher was grieved. He cal)ea
me, to his side and said : ‘How can you forget that you are

th¢ gon of a Vaishnava father ? Won't you learn the language
‘of your religion 7 If you have any difficulty, why not come "
to me ? I wa,nt to teach yow students Sanskrit to the best,
O my d.bl]lty As youa proceed further, ybu will find i it
thingg of absorbiag interest. You should not lose heart. Come
and sit again in the Sanskrit class! This shamed me. \I could
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" not disregard the teacher’s aﬂ'ﬁutmn. To-day I cannot bt trhm!{
}mth gratitude of Krishnashanker "r;:’a.nd}'a. For 1f I had not ;-_-'
i acquired the little Sanskrit that I hdﬂt‘hen I would have found

it difficult to- take any interest 17/ our ﬂacreﬂ books, In fact

" I deeply regret that I could not acqmre more Sansknt‘.,ra.t? I

learnt.later that no Hindu boy or gar] should be withqopiva ay

sound lmnwledpe of Sanskri.c ¢«

d
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' PLACE OF(LANGUAGES' IN HIGHER EDUGATION
I now think that in all Indian curricula of high&r education

e Should be a place for Hindi, Sangkrit, Persian, Arabic -
and Exfglish, besides of course theVernacular. This big list need
not frighten any one. If our ‘education was more systématic
#mnd the boys free from the burden of having to learn their
subjects in a foreign medium, I am sure, learning all these
Janguages would not be a task, buta perfect pldasure. A

«scientific knowledge of onc language tmakes a knowledge of

other languages very easy. ¢

Really speaking Hindi, Gujarati and Sanskrit may be
rekarded ps one langnage, and Persian and Arabic also as one.
Tkough Persian and Sanskrit belong tv a different family
of languages fron. Arabic and Hebrew, there isa close rela-

' 'qiahéhilp betwgen Persialr .and Arabic as both claim sheir
growth through the game source, viz, fne rise of Islam. Urdu
.1 have not regarded ,is a distimet language because it has

“ ‘adopted Klindi grammar and its ?nuuuulnry is mainly Persian

and Arabic, ‘and hé who would l{e&rn gnnd Urdu must learn

Persian and Arabic,as éne who would learn good - Gujarati,

HI ndl Bengali, or Maratki, muat learn Sanskrit.
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