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PRIZE ESSAY.
Folk-tales of Bengal.

IV.=THe BRrIDE 0oF THE SERPENT-I’RINCE.
[ |

A king had two queens—the Dwo (ie. not-loved) «and
<the Suo (se. well-loved). Thetwo wives lived “in eternal
enmity to one another and the king could not find a
moment'’s rest as he had adways to hear the complaints of his
‘so called consorts. Time rolled on and there was no lull in the
storm. At last the Suo-queen by -her stratagems compelled the
_kil]gED banish the due-queen for life. The Dwuo-queen with a
daughter which she had horpe to the king made for the forest.
They bhad no place where to rest their heads. But it was not
the.willeof providence that they should be starved to death. An
old *wood-cutter of the. forest took kindly to them. They were
lodged in his house and hada share of his meals., The old man
always treated them as his own children and they had no
reason to complain of a want of charity or kindness in their old
benefactor. Thus they lived in happiness for a few years. But
now the time game when nature dJetermined to disturb
their peace and tranquillity and Pleto helped her by snatch-
ing away the old man from her little (amily, The Duno-queen
(though now she was not a queen but simply the daughter of a
wood-cutter) with her daughter who was by this time fourteen
years of age, perforned the funeral obsequies of the old man,
. Indeed they were .assisted by all the wood-cutters of the
forest. |
Now the little fartune left by the deceased wood-cutter became
theirs and they continued to live in tolerable comfort. A
year elapsed and nothing happened worthy of notice. After
that something happened which we must note here.

One day the daughter who wasnow in the prime of youth and
of surpassing beauty, went to the neighbouring river to bathe.
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When she had just finished her ablutions, the Serpent-King who
resided in that river saw her. At once her ‘“graceful head with
ringlets bright which tossed in the breeze with a play oflight,”
and her “‘eyes in whose glistening laughter lay, no faint remem-
brance of dull decay,” charmed him and captivated his heart and
he determined to marry the girl or starve himself to death.

An envoy was sent to propose the marriage and the mother
had no objection to her daughter's being the consort of the mighty
King of Serpents. Everything was settled and the nuptidl knot
was tied by the serpent-priest in an auspicious moment. When
the bridegroom came in the form ofa huge serpent, every one
cursed the mother for giving consent to such a match ; but the
mother’s faith in the serpent-king remained unbroken. The young
bride was made to sleep on the same bed with the huge and monster-
like serpent. As soon as the doors of the compartment wert bolted
from inside the serpent was no longer a serpent but afair-lcok-
ifg young man who was worthy of being the consort ‘of such
a beautiful damsel. The night elapsed and the morning
beheld the damsel covered cap-a-pie with beautiful ornaments
of gold studded with jewels, pearls and precious stones worth
the treasures of seven kings—which sent forth their lustre as
s0 many stars of the first magnitude.

A fine pxatial building was erected in ¢hat forest for the
newly wedded couple. Of 'course the mother was' also lodged
in the same building and she was now the mistress of the little
family. They lived in that forest for sometime and their peace
was not disturbed, ‘

Now let us return‘'to the king and his Suo-queen. By  this
time the Suo-queen had also a daughter of marriageable age. "
When the news of the Duo-queen’s prosperity reached the ears
of the Sno-queen, she determined to try her tdrtune. Accordingly
a huge serpent was caught in some forest and brought to
the Suo-queen  One night she cast her daughter into the sam»
compartment with the serpent and herself kept watch, She
heard a cry from iunside, “Oh, my mother, my hand is gone.”
“Put  on  ornaments” resounded the mother. Again came
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the cry *Oh, my mother, my leg is gone.” And the same reply
resounded “Put on ornaments, my darling.” No more cry
came out, And the mother thought that the happy pair
had fallen asleep. But one understands that this time the
head is gone. When the day dawned and the door of the
compartment in which slept the serpent with his wife was thrown
open, the serpent came out hissing? No one ventured to
oppose him and he made for the forest. Bu't what was seen inside
‘the rodm ? Oh! Horror of Horrors !! A scene of terrible cruelty
had been enacted ! Instead of the much longed-for ornamented
daughter they “found a figsh-less skeleton lying flat as if to
reproach the mother —apathetic, unfeeling and envious. The news
reached the -ear .of the. King and the Smo-queen was buricd
alive, “the Duo- -queen was brought from the forest and restored
to honear, The serpent king.and his wife were also brought to
the palace. They all lived there happily-.

L " i

AHNAMACT .

¢sitg o= fyaxfe fzata A&7 faea

QYA A5 ot3 wiffretg fantcaa e
gfas myn wifq g3 oot Agiteits .
‘ #Af5x Atatey o3 sifAcsie wyren affa

stfza onfeal Ma faew Sfeal g

A3y 319 afA figfate @t 7 st
SR gU8 jI6 I A7 e

QTAl ¥ AtAfa) g =it o1 9gA S |

gtfal gl gw wifw afam cite
sttaaa afgatve adtars sacey
(Y Ri3HT C¥TA Coltr = tyie gatew fa
Y « fefara 3fS safate nwidee qre |

DINESCHANDRA {CHAUDHURI,
Third Year Class.



