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EXCERPIS FROM THE OLD MINUTEG OF
OUR UNIVERSITY.
S 1.

The fulln:?ing’ pﬂ,m&raphs' of a~lespatch from the Hon’ble
the Court of Directors (No, 123 of: 1858) will, we douby not,
‘open the eyes of our educationists to \Le necessity of raising
the “tundmd of the examinations of ttus unwewlty —

6 Dn the important question of the standard of examination
we approve the view taken by the Committee, in propost..g for
the B. A. Degree a standayd somew hat htg.lar than was cou-
templated in our iustructions on the sabjeet. In addition to
- the argumepts used by-the Commitiee, in support of their re-
commendation in this respect, it is obvious that, in according to
those who obtain degrees i the Um'.rersmea uf India the titles
enjoyed by the Graduates of English Unwersltles, the Govern-
‘ment is bound to require an amount of qualification in those
admitted to Degrees in Iundiz, at least corresponding’ with the
siandard of asyuirement fixed for similar distinctions in this
country, So clear indeed is the connexion between the qnes-
tions of titles cand of standards of qualification, that the Com-
mittee urged the essential identity of tie quaiifications required
for Degrees, as'an argument for the use in India of ftfm terms
employed to designate those.obtaining such distinetions,in the
English Universities, |

“We are unable, however’ to assent t.u:: the redson.ng which
led the Committee to refruin from fixing a minimum of qualifi-
cation which should entitls a’ candidate to the Duogree of
Bachelor of Arts. It appears to us, that the’ arguments in
favour of a high standard referred to in‘thu-preceding paragraph.
lose almost. all their weight, if the standard fixed is known to
be only “the maximum’’’ and if it is acknowledged that a
Degree may b obtained on passing a test muech lower than that
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indicated as‘the standard, such lower test, moreover, being left
to be fixed “by the Exawniners acting under the instructions of
the Senafe ” in each case. On this pmnf we entirely_concur in
the remarks recorded by ycur Government, ank we are of opi-
nion *hat steps should be taken for obtaining an authoritative
declaration of the naturg'and extent of the acquirements, wirich,
allowing for the difference whicli must maturally be expested
in the application of the tést by the examiners, will be indispen-
sably i¢quired 1 candidates for the Degree of Bnchelllur of Arts,

i . 1"

¢
L

Now that there is a widespread public apprehension that the
raising of the minimum for a pass (specially in English) at the
Asis. Pxaminations of this University will inevitably bring
about a falling-off in the percentage of passed candidates,
the following paragraphs from the convocation speech of the
Vice-chandellor (March 10, 1876-77) will, we hope, prove
interesting as well as instructive to our readers ~-

“These who were present at our meetin!r of last year may
possibly remember that, while eunﬂ'r'ttulatmg the University
on its progress from its birth onwards, I had to Iameni‘. the
results of . the narticular year 1575, T am glad to say uf the
vear 1876 that the resnlts shoyn by the examinations are
eminently satisfactory. In the three principal examinations
which affect 'the bulk of our stydcnts, for Entrance, for First
Arts, and for Bachélor of Arts, there nus heen an increase of
candidatés, and a large Increase of sucesscful candidates. For
instence, in the Entrance Exammatmn for last year, the year
<1875, only 36 per cent. of the candidates: succeeded ;" but in
this year,. by which I mean the year 1876, 50 per uent suc-

ceeded. To speak in plmner English, and to spes]; ﬂ.pprﬂll-
mately, for every 10 that succeedeqa last year, <I4 succeeded

L
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this vear. So in the. First Arts Examrination, tor every 10
who succecded last year, 15 succecded <this year; and in the
B.A. Examination, for every 10 who succeeded last year, very
nearly 20 sncceedéd this vear., Thatuis a satisfactory result,
and T am infornied on the best authority that it is not due to
any change in the Examiners or the papurs, but that it is due
entitely to the better training of the candidates. They, it
appears, have applied themeelves less to the shoiwv of learning
and more to its substance, less o the husk and more to the
kernel, I-s8 1o the letter and more to tlie spirit,

The improvement which s roticeable throughout their
work is particularly conspicuous on thie subjects of Mathematics
and KEnglish  These two crucial subjects, the stiffest of our
fences, which in 18756 caused so many ‘du'wufal[n, have ncw
chused comparatively few; and it is on this account that the
Examiners can say with greater confidence, that the improve-
ment we have to record is a real substantial improvement in
the training of tue candidates.

The improvement *n English is particularly satisfactory on
all grounds, T the ﬁrst-plﬁuﬂ, it shows that the diffienlties
created by the abolition of text-hooks have been to a great
e:benlt, if not wholly, surmounted ; and that .a.step which we
took for the purpose of abaling the practice of eram, ard for
the enconragement of sound training, i3 meeting with success.
But besides that, I cannot' help rejcicing on genera: grounds
whenever I bear that.a genuine knowledge of Engllsh is on the
increase in this countrs .« :

All whu know the hmtury of " nur educational eﬂ'nrl:s are well
aware how earnestly it has been debated by what vehicle a due .
gnowledge of European thought and ‘iearning shall be eonveyed
to the Indian mind, and how steadfastly our University has
adhered to. the requisition %of English., Well, one of the
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“iatest “cts"of your Sgndicate h 1s been to instruct the Examiners

to pay still more attention to Enulish composition, and to take
care that our stud- nts shall t e able te clothe the dry bones of
the lnngunﬂe with their due amount of uervé, of muscle, and of
polished skin, ¢ C

It may be my prejudice as an Englishman, but I r.-:mnu::-t .
help believing that, however much more vividly each man“may
receive ideas throngh his mother tongue, the Enread of the
Engl.su lmguaue in this country is a most important element
of progeess, I Jo not insist s» mueh on the fact, which
indeed I ean nnhr 'know by, hearsay, that the positive and exact
thought of Huirope can um'dly be conveyed to the .mind through
the langu: age of those whose thoughts have ruu in-a very diff-
erent elnnnel 1F that werd all, sotae other European language
mlght suit vou as well as Enn-hsh though you cou'd hardly
learn-any other so easily. Neither da I dwell on the undoubted

fact thatw knowledge of English fits you for doing business.

under Bnglish rule. T speak on the general ‘eap~ecity which the
Innguage aives you, And what I say i¥ that the man who has
made himself master of English, becomes capable of communi-
cating with the greatest society in the world, or that ever was
in the #nrld, of thinking and reading men. Eu'glish is spoken
over g far vaster extent of the earth’s surface than any other
language; vrobably the numbers of its speakers at tne present
moment excei the numbers of those who speak any other lan-
guage ; if it is not mget spoken, it i¢ at all events rcad and
wnttm by more people than anf,r other lunguage ; its speakers
are umrenmng n a much qmckur ratio than the speakers of any
other language ; 'md it’has a noble literatare ; which for power
and range.is second to none. I think, then, ihat this Univer-
sity has done very wisely in insisting on the study of English,
and that it will do wisely in raieing rthe stanflard on every
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favonrable opportunity. There are things Fﬂr which we Eng-
lish rul-rs of this country have been reproached because it is
said that, with the best of intentions, we have in a somewhat
pedantic and bluncfeﬂna' fashion intrdduced them into Indiar
society ; but I cru look any one of my Indjan friends in the face
and say that .among those thiugaﬂl:e canrot, reckon the study
of the English tongue.” * |

——— L

fasetar ,
(Alexander Sebkirk)
afezfae swe egdsss afew
AfaufaceR Rsamedr waawm |
wiva 3fa 7 I w=@ar wregeE
ﬂﬁﬁdwﬁ RTAEA

FaTy fasad Gr@m Frfe

a7 widear aﬁﬁmln'gw@a ]
nFfRegana safaaar
Hagaaeqds faewfiy usa )

Yo

7 |qR-ATATAT QA TAST- *
fire ww WAL ﬁr%ﬁ stregTan’|

7 wfwa- ARG w3 wHQ S

wafa sfEa wraTaE § @@’ )

aean wrw fawchy 95
¥ fIey sed wigwswi |



