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school should, hﬁwever, wish; lo adopt 4 textbook, which is not
included in the authorised list, inspecﬁng officers are requested to
afford every facility in the matter by having the book sent to the
Director with a view to its being referrcd to the text-book Committee
and included i in the authorised list, shuuld it be found suitable.”
We beg to dr-a.w the attention of the lu'*al Eddcation Depa.rtment

to Ihls lmpurtant circular.
————— c
We have been fa?nured with the July issue of the ‘Central
Hindu College Magaszine. 'The currett issue- of ther Dawn and
Dawn Society's Magasine has also heen sent to us. We notice
a good deal that is eminently readabie and iunstinctive in this
bi-lingual periodical.
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THE EDIFICE OF HUMAN LIFE.

The *march of the human mind is from the Finite te the
Infinite, from thh Known to the Unknown, from the Unreal
to the Real. It continnally strives upward inspite of the
phycical law of gravitation and it needs must tmuu:end the
limits of time and space. Confined and pestered as it is in
the pinfold of this Enarth, it wagesa continuous war a.gamat
its laws and limits aod is ever bent upon flying.to its own
congenial atmosphere. Conscions of its ‘illustriots descent, it
disdains . tb mix With flesh and blood and ¢ontinually yearns
to fly to “God who is ous hdme.“, Indeed nothing is more
remarkable and sujiestive than this mysterious combination of
the finite and the infinite, this eternal struggle between Matter
and Mind. If man is “the beauty of the world and the paragon -
of animals”, iy 'is because h~ is a creature of infinite possibilities,
because he is the lord of creation, because he is the. Universe
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in miniature (minm‘:uéink He alone of all God’s creatures is fully
conscious of hjs origin and of his mission, He alone has the
privilege of realising the whﬂle of the infinite chair of creation

at a glance of making the Present a necessary connecting link
betwaeu the Pyst.andhe Future, Taken physically, he is but,

- an mslgmﬁeant atom ra‘iche Uniyerse ; taken spiritually, he is -
co-extensive with the Uaiverse, nay more, he claims:- Iurldred
with the glurldus Autlor of the Universe,

Eut every privilege has its corresponding responsibility, °
nnd it is peckssary to remember that of all creatures
man is the only vesponsible moral agent. He occupies
the middle zone in the circle of ereatinﬁ, he' forms: the
stepping-stone Dbetween Dbrute and gods. Creattres above
him %re cuided ewiirely by Intuition and, ag such, have
no plea for doing evil ; those belov him are guided entirely
h? Instinet and as such are incapable of committing evil. Man
alune ig guided by Reason and as such is responsible for every-
thing he thinks, feels or does. Hence all his credit for doing
good ; llence all his danger of doing.evil. This is the allegory
of the fall of Adam and this the shame and glory of the progeny
of Adam, The goal of ambition of every human being is the
realization ‘of the lost Paradise and the final Em;mﬂipntiﬂu of his
immortal part from:the bonds of fiesh. ,

Now in this continnal striving upwards, in this slow
but sure heavenward march, Nlip.r.:i . makes the earth and
everything earthy, not * excluding his own boedy of flesh
and blool, his, ladder, “Men may rise’ on stepping stones,
of their dead selves to, highﬂli things.” Everything wmaterial,
‘'wvery earthly success or failare, every gain or loss
in life, hds thus- a high spiritual significance, We are
all striving towards omr goal if_at all we care to keep
the goal steadily in view. We are all rising hlwhﬂr and
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higher if at all we care to do su There is no standmu- still

in the earth. The stationary state is a ﬁﬂtmn in .the physical

as well as ip theimorzl world, We must be moving with the
movement of the planet we inhabit, a5 we must be approaching
o reaed:urr from :the goal which it is onp duty and prwnll:ﬂa to

realise. But I say that the tendency of.the human race is to
marc., forward, though individuals and nations may be falling

back here and there. .Sciemce and Philosophy alike baar

testimony to this unmistakable <act, )

“Yet I doubt not through th> ages oneincreasiny purpose runs,
And the thought: of men are w! muml with t.ha process cf
the suns,” ’

Philosophers and poets have lunrr dwelt upon the tripartite
nature of man. The magical number fhree runs thrugh
every parl of the Unnrersa, and no where more conspicuously
than through thée noblest of created things. We are all familiar
with 4he three remarkable aspects of human life, viz., Pbysical;
Mental and Spi.itual. Eaci of these may again he subdivided
into three parts from hifﬁetrﬁnt points of view,  But .zithout
entering into tlat curivus analysis, I shpuld like to point out
that this splendid edifice of huwap life has always appeared
to me in the light of a magnificont three-sforied. stracture
built by the Divine Architeet after His own, pattern, Man is
the express image of God in more than one sense, I fancy
that the three successive parts of this Loble- structure are more
or less identical with the I:‘hysmah Mer.tal and qpmtual aspects
of human life. The ground ﬂuur of this mnnamn we. dispute
with our common hrethren the! Brutas In that nethermast
region man enjoys nc special prerngutures. He is subject to:
the same laws and the same wants though his freedCm of will
sometimes lpads kim to defy these laws, of course not with
impunity .and though iis idea of daeeuc_}r sometimes leads him
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to cover the arossness OF his wn@: and of the means of their
satisfaction. Eis material part is of the earth earthy and is
in no way superior to the stuff that buasts’are made of, It
is..in  this region that fuan is the weakest and the most
contemiptible, He possesses : all the fierce wants aud desires
~ of the brute without thie brute’ s immunity from sin, without
the .brute’s compulsory moderation. < Cabined and eovfined
within this.dark cell, he looks neither to the Past nor to tne
Futufe, but lsl.thsulufely takea up with the gratification of
the Preserit, ' :

“ But Man does not stop here. Hard indeed would have
beeu his lot if he were a perpetual tenant of the ground‘ oor.
It _is ouly his necessary starting point in his keavenward
journcy and it serves only as a ladder to lift hin wup., This
is the business ot Education—the sole a‘mn of civilization. Man
is born a beust but he should die a God. With the seeds
of progress latent in him, the human hlbj" comes inte this -
world “trailing clouds of glory” behind him, Edueation—
agencies internal and external tending to bring out or develop
his lateut faculties and,to sow soine new seeds if Possible—shapes
and moulds him and befits him for the first floor of the glorious
mansion above .referred to. He casts off the foul skin of the
natural man and with the shinihg robe of tlie Philosopher
or thie Scholar or thes Civilized man, he takes his stand upon
the ira.ntaﬂ'e-ﬂ'rﬂmld nr..,wly acquired and custs his curious eyes
about him, : ‘ i

Bat k! what dnea he be}mldJ He' gives a name to every-
thine he sees around t__hun from the erurvling insect upon
‘“Sarth to the shining stars in Heaven. Heé knows the function
and nature‘of everything animate and inanimate apd commands
Nature herself to minister to his wants and desires.c With the
magic wand of knowledge in lus hands, he touches whatever

T,
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he comes in contact with and lo| like an unsuspected Ariel
it at once obeys his call. He is no ldnger at the mercy of the
elements. ,He is: now. the veritable lord of creation. The
roaring cataract turns his mills, The ever inconstant lightning
steadily lights his:rooms, The mos$t stubborn seil yields him
'cmps. Impenetrable forests become his pleasure gardens, time
and - g:lis,laauﬁe vanish precipitately before him and the four
quarters ‘nf. the globa appear to nim asfamiliar a# those of his
. own house, He is constantly adding to his possessions, physical
and mental. He is exploring nininhabitable regions, dfscovering
undreamt of continente, raking wvp the bowels of his mother
Earth and making highways wer_:niml'ntains and seas,

Nay he does even more. Not content with the limits of the
globe he lnhablts and its belongings, he goes on adding 2 Kis
couguests (like another disappouinted Alexander) in “Fresh fields
and pastures new.” With the help of Art he supplements Nature
and makes amends for Natuve's thrift with a vengeance.. With
a bit of glass < ne discovers that the Barth he lives in, whose
immensity it reqnirés the utmost stretch of the imagiuation
to grasp, is bt infinitesimally small atom compared to the
whole of the known Universe. What is man as compared to
the country he lives in—what as compared to the - confinent
and what as coinpared to the ‘entire globe we call Earth ¥ More
insignificant than adrop of water in.the Pacific. But the
highest flights of imagin&tiuh will fail to institute “any such
comparison . between. man, as a mass ¢f matter, and tha infinite
Universe which has as yet naeh dlsﬂuvmed by man, It would
be the height of ehsurdity for' ‘any ratmnal creature to cherish
the faintest sentimént of pride in hls breast under these
conditions, Thus knowledge is the best antidotc to pride,
prldﬂ that . hrmgeth about tJ:u: fall of man. But knowledge
in this sense is almost synonymous with wisdom of which
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we shall siﬁenk later on. The conquest of the physical
‘Universe, important as it is, is as nothing whan compared to
the more glorious, but less tangible, conquests >t man, The mind-
ig the man and not the boly, The body is only the instrument
that 1k w1elded- at its nleasure by the mind: Perfeet culture
means. perfect develupment uf all our faculties and perfect
command over them. It is then only -that man realizey the
important trush tha* “ithe mind is its. owr place, and in iteelf
can fuake heavep of hell, a hell’of heaven.” The treasures of -
the mind are simply invaluable:

When he realizes this, “man realizes what it is to live
in other atmuﬂphems and in more congenial™ clime.. It
is then only that he lives in the world of idesis—Dreathes
and ‘draws his noutishment from ideas as ‘he does from
‘the air he inhales, This is <ndeed  a most enviable
prerogative of the tenant of the firstfloor (to 'cuntinue our
metaphor) to which the creatures of the groundfloor can lay no
cla‘m. The master of his mind, he is now the master of every-
thing déesirable. He enjoys the cowpany of ‘he master minds
of the past. Homer: ministers to his pleasuré by describing
over again the wrath of Achilles and its dreadful consequences.
Aristophaties makes him laugh and Dante makes him sober.
Plato shows him all the giories of" atter.life and Socrates heals-
his mental and moral bl‘obﬂhes with his fascinating conversation,
Borne aloft on the wings of fancy he puys court to Helen and «
Cleopatra and feeds on ‘the a_ml;rnmal nectar of the gods, Lot
the poet éome tn uly rescue at- tlua juneture,

“And as lmagmatmq bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen
Turns them to shapes and gives to airy nothing
A local habitation and a nane.” <
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But enviable as are the prerogatives of the tenant of the
first floor, those of the temant “of the’ second floor are more
enviable still. Ir GIE':IHDII there is nothing better than man,
in wman there is notaing “Dbetter thane mind and of mind the
most valuable side is the woral side. [‘4suuat-1uw inderd are
the r..reubmus of fancy, but the brood of Cautempmtmu will have
the <irst seat before oue Maker. Kuoowledge putfeih up, but
wisdomn Edifyath. “Let knowiedge grows, from ore to more
but more of reverence in us dwell.” Man should not dspend
too much upon the Graces,elest le betmyé- his soal to the
Devil, No Dbetter illustration of this prineiple could ke
given tuan that Eurnished by Tennyson in his inimitable piece,
“The Palace of Art.” 'There we find how wman, forgetiul of
his Author and of his fellgw-beiags, is devoted to the exclusive
worship of the Grraces and how he awakes fo) late to a seuse
of utter vacuity in the inmost depths of his heart which
neither Science nor Philosophy can fill up. Peréhed upon
that lofty plattorm, he takes a bird’s eye view of the wnole
creation and watehes with Lumetmu lusury the errivg foot-
steps of his less fortunabe brethren. From that ivory tower of con-
templation man louks face to face ppon his Creator aud [ancies
himself within 2 measurable distance from the - fountain-head of
ail lignt and glace. AU anomalies vanish befoce hun, ail the
mysteries of this world and the next lie like an open book for
him to spell, all the most dnsvluble enigmas that pressed so long
for exaplaurtion anr thnt daﬁed systmnntmallv the makeshilt
arguments of Scienve: and ?lulosnphy, now offer tieir  owp
solution and with tke eye of the" seer he emlalms ;

*One God, one law, one element s ]
Aud one far off divine event ' J <
To which the whole creation moves.”
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