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The Educational Policy of the Government of India.

The Government of India published a remarkable document—
its Resolution on Education,—at the time when the public
mind in India was exercised over the Universities Bill. Tis
publication must be pronounced as singularly well-timed as it is cal-
culated to allay the apprehension entertained by many thoughtful
minds in India that the ulfimate result of the Bill would be the
ending rather than the mending of High Education. The Reso-
lution gives an exhaustive treatment of the various systems of
instruction that have prevailed in India from.the earliest Vedic
times to the commencement of ta€é ‘present century, it lays,
bare the characteristic defects of these various systems, and it
further formulates a comprehensive scheme of education to meet
the various needs of the country and its people. Even a cursory
g'ance at the ramifications of the snbject dealt with in thetResolu-
tion—commercial, agricultural, technical, industrial, high,
sécondary, primary, mass-education, female education, éducation
of teachers—leaves on our mind an impression of the thorough
grasp and wide sweep of a great statesman. We cannot claim the
Government of India's universality of genius and do not therefore
consider ourselves competent to pronounce judgment- on
the grand scheme promulgated for the benefit of the teeming
millions of India,. We may content ourselves-with offering a few
remarks on such aspects of ‘the scheme as make a special appeal |
to us as teachers of some degree of experience, and as persons
who have obtained some of the benefits of high education as
it has been administered in the past.

(1. We may, in' the first place, briefly “advert to a singular
generalisation that stares us in the face in an early part of the
Resolution. In old times in India entire books were committed
to memory. In modern Univers‘ity days iti<India students have
an unhealthy tendency to commit notes, commentaries etc to
memory. It is, we are told, an innate tendency of the Indian
mind. This startling confirmation of the doctrine of heredity
would have, we  doubt not, made Darwin and Herbert
Spencer chuckle.  But after all, the inference is a
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thoroughly gratuitous one. It simnuld' not be forgotten-that the
practice of committing entire books to memory was unavoidable
in remote ages, nay that it was the only avenue to knowledge
when printing and even writing were unknown, when it was well-
nigh impossible for the learners to secure copies of the works they
were studying. If in modern life, this evil of cram has crept in,
it is unquestionably due to bad systems* of teaching, tad systems
of examinations, nay, worst of all, to the high-pressure work oeca-
sioned by the modern examination system, the vicious character
of which the Government has at last perceived. The existence of
_ coaches and, crammers in mow: fortunate countries proves that the
practice of subordinating teaching to examination is productive
of unhealthy results in every country,

(2). The last statement brings us to the second point of our
discussipn. It is a great reli¢f to find that the Government have
at last placed their finger on the actual plague-spot of the existing
system »7z., the subordination of teaching to examinations. Bpt
the pFactical remedy proposed by Government is we confess, far
from re-assuring. The system which Government jntend now to
substitute in its place,the subordination of teaching to inspection and
supervision would in all probability leave the evil just where it was,

(3). With one incidental remark of the Government of India
we have the fullest, sympathy. The Governnment contemplate
‘the abolition of competitive examinations for the various services.
This appears to us as a move in the right direction. We have
always looked upon these competitive examinations as a veritable
anomaly, as their existence side by side with the University Ex-
aminations inevitably suggests the conclusior that the University
Exatfiinations are no adequate test of the true worth of the
young men who undergo them and who may eventually seek
emiployment under Gevernment. This is tantamont to an ad-
mission of the utter inadequacy of University standards and tests.
To avoid the possible evil of such a system lending itself to
nepotism and favouritism, we may suggest that the system that
has all along been followed ty Government in the matter of
recruiting men for the Judicial Service has worked satisfactorily,
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and surely this system may be$afely extended to the other services,
of course, with modifications suited to their varied requirements.
(4) The absolute silence of the Resolution on the place to be
accorded to the classics of India in the studies of the Indian
Universities is an ominous circumstance, especially under a regime
when the Chancellor and the Vice-chancellor of our University
are men that have themselves imbibed the splendid culture of
Oxiord, and leads usto entertain the gravest apprehensions.
It is perfe:ctly superfluous to dwell at large on the cultire and
the discipline afforded by classical studies -to young minds.
This singular omission comes r4cher ungracefully after the,
spirited prﬁtest made by our Vice-Chancellor against the
prejudices of Herbert Spencer with regard to linguistic studies.
Have the Government of India at last been converted to the
views of the great philosopher andr come to consider sclassical
studies as purely ornamental ? .
¢ (5.) The new system of University education contemplated
by the Universities Act and the Government of India's REEU{‘HHUII
under review,. will produce a veritable millenium, we are told.
It will create an University life and an University ideal ; it
will foster a spirit of original thinking, of research, of investiga-
tion, of experiment ; it will breed scholars, scientists, saqvanfs ;
it will furnish our young men with all that is needed for a
complete art of living, Fifteen years' experience as < teacher has,”
however, deadened our enthusiasm, thickened our vision and
made us too lame to follow with the cry. We must beg pardon of
our readers if we ‘take the growing glimmer for the gleam with-
drawn,’ for after all eve see what is near and fugly, and fail to see
what is far off and fair. We naturally ask ourselves the simple
question-—how far the new order of things will enable our
young men to write correct English (an #adispensable qualifica-
tion in modern Indian life) dnd how it will qualify them for
enriching their country's literature (an ambition by no means to
be deprecated in young Bengal.) We are sorry to find after a
careful study of the masterly Resolution’ that the results of
the new policy are llkel}r to prove disastrous in both these lines.
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First, as regards proficiency in'Egglish Composition, Accord-
ing to the system laid down here, the boys should learn their
Vernacular up till their 13th year, nay, learn all subjects through
the medium of the vernacular, or, in other words, pay
exclusive attention to their mother-tongue. This would, we are
assured, obviate one grave defect of the existing system, viz it
would not compell the boys to get up their knowledge through the
medium of a foreign tongue, a course whigh inevitably produygces
.cram. .We apprehend, however, that the indubitable result of the
change would be that in seeking to do away with one evil, the
new system wnuid'pmduge.algnther and a worse evil.

The tonditions of Indian life render it imperatively necessary
that English should becomz.a second native language among all
the ebucated classes in India. Now the process of making
a people deliberately adopt l'I:l'ne language of a foreign race
is a highly artificial, we were going to say, unnatural
process, , and the ordinary principles of teaching a foreign
langdage are not adequate under such peculiar conditions,
It would not be enough if our young men acquire as
much of English as ordinary English school boys an:quire of Latin
or of French. The method therefore must be more thorough and
the process should begin as early as practicable. .It will not be
possible for Indian youths to acquire a new language if they begin
«its study rather late in life. It would perhaps sound pedantic to

quote the authority of Bacon’s dictum ‘Late learners cannot so
well take the ply', on an occasion like this ; but actual experi-
ence may be appealed to in support of our contention. It is a
notorious fact well known to all®teachers of High Schools that
students whojoin these Schools after passing the Middle Vernacu-
lar Examination usually find very great difficulty in acquiring
Eaglish atsuch a late stage in their school-life—and they are usually
shaky in their English even in later life. The writer of the pre-
sent article knows several cases of very brilliant Middle Vernacular
Scholars who failed to pass the B. A. Examination after successive
attempts, It 1s to be feared that the drawbacks that had so long
affected only one class of students going up“to the University
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will now affect the entire t:umm;mity of students under the new
system announced in the Resolution.

Now, let us turn to the second point. We have seen that no
provision has been made inthe new scheme for -the study of
Sanskrit. Further, the boys up till their 13th year are not
to be permitted to take up the study of English. Then again
there is the distinct principle laid down in another part of
the Resoiution that the text-books in the vernacular should not
be writtedl in a /iterary style. The combined effect of these three
principles cannot fail to be in the highest degree detrimental
to the further development of the ,Vérna;.:ufﬂr literature of
Bengal, '

For, whatever may be the defects of the old University system
which is going to be abolished, it is an undeniable fact that it"and it
alone bas produced a spleridid'ven}aq,:lar literature of congiderable
power and beauty within fifty years. We are certainly justified
ip inferring that this unique phenomenon has been the, product
of the two-fold culture of the alumni of our Univérsity.
Modern Bengalee owes its vocabulary aid diction to Sanskrit, and
its ideas and ideals to English. And as the child ‘receives healthy
nourishment so long as the mother is fed with wholesome
food, modern Bengalee literature would go on developing so
long as the University encourages the simultaneous study of
English and Sanskrit. It js true that the combination of the-
elements (English and Sanskrit) has not in every case been in the
same proportion. In men of the earlier generation with Pandit
Vidyasagar at their head, the Sanskrit element was much more
pronounced, whereas;in men of the later generation with Bankim
Chandra Chatterji and Hem Chandra Banerj' as the=ir < best,
representatives, the element of English culture has been the
predominant factor. It will be an evi], day for Bengal ‘if
these factors that have conduced to the enriching of its vernacular
literature are to receive scant courtesy from the new-model
University. Under the new system, the education of the majority
of our boys will cease at a stage, when they have not been
brought within the® sphere of influence of such studies as can
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enable them to improve their country’s literature. And even the
chances of the fortunate few who proceed to a higher course, will
be seriously hampered by the omission of Sanskrit and English frem

the curriculum of their earlier studies.
L. K. B.
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