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PRIMARY EDUCATION.
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During this month the most 1mpmtanl;. event affecting the
edncational inteyests of the whole provinte of Bengal has been
the publication of a Resolution by the Bengal Gq#arnmgnb on the
nourses of study for raral anuw schools, Hltherl:o the courdes
of study .had been uniform in 41l prigaary schools, whe!hm
they were urbas, suburban dr rarval,* The new departyre pres-
cribed by the Resolution IE the sapnmtmu of the rural primary «
schools from the ~~rban and' suburban ones and the adoption
of different courses of study foy the different classes of primary
schools. Leaving the urbar, suburban and similarly, condisiqu-
ed primary schools‘to follow the courses of study which have
been prescribed for them since 1503," the Government has
proposed to presbrlbe a simpler and more suitable course of
study for the rural primary schools in ‘which the sons of those
wlio are engaged iu the actual cultivation of the soil will havé
a training that is likely to make them take a<more intelligens «
interes* ir their work. This class of smnalsus not meant for
those who are more ambitious wud wish to pruueed to higher
standards.

{

The books that are now in'use for primary schools have been,
found to contain subjects and to be written in a style not
quite suited' to the b.ys of the cultivating class for whom
the rural primary schouls are expressly maant. It has therefore
been proposed that suitable text-booles will be written < by some
selected expért Government offictys hrst in Eunglish and then
translated into the vernaculars of Bengal by ‘cbmpetent persons
approved and selected by Government. Inorder that the ver-
nacular languages of the books should be easily intelligible to
the boys of these schools,, it hus been suggested that the verna-
cular used shuuld be colloquial and not Sanskritic, and that
for ‘th's purpnse four local vernacular dialects for Bengal
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proper and three for Behar will be receguized by Government,
/[0 make the scheme an efficient instrument of education
Governmgnt further, proposes to i start schools for training
teachers who will be competent to teach these sehools. Separate
courses of study and schemes of text-books on thetlines of
tHose prescribed for the boys have been €ramed for these train-
inﬁ.fmhenim We need hardly add that the present scheme
o* the ‘Gpvernment of Bengal is merely a necessary corollary of
.the general scheme of education lnublisthed by the Government
of India in March 1904, and therefdre there %o (no reason to be
surprized at this resolution as if i# were a bolt from the blue.

Fhe resolutiofr under notice opens up imppru;nt educatic nal
and social questions. No doubt books written in local dilects
will considerably facilitate both teaching ‘and learniag in
raral primary schools, put whether this will be an unmixe:
good for the boys specially and the country generally is a
poict the satinfactury solution of which hinges upon the
elucidation of two broad principles involved in it. (1) Has sucl)

- . i . £ .
localization of ~ernmaculars any precedent in other countries ?

(2) Will it rot stand in the way of those boys who wish to
proceed to higher standards of education §

We learn from our uble cuntemporary “the Statesman” that
“In iﬂnglnnd it has not been thought necessary or advisable to
translate the text-books in which primary edvcation is con-
veyed, whether to rustids or others, into the dialect of Yerkshire
or the West of England, though these are quitc as distinet
from literary English as the Hi?,laeb of Faridpur or Chittagong
is from the language of—syy—the Bidya Sundar, and not-
withstanding that instruetion cenveyed in them would un-
questionably be more readily assimilated by the fledgling
yokels of Yorkshire and Somersetshire-or Shropshire than that
conveyed even in the simple form of the metrovolitan langu-
age in which these text books are actuglly written,”
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| We are so far convbrgant with the dialects ‘of England and
Scotland that we can safely say without fear of contradictidn,
that the brogue of a.'Yurkshire man or Sﬂ‘ntch.mnn i" as un-
intelligible in (Gloucestersiiire or Susséx as the patois of a
Chittagong or Dasca man in Calcutta or Burd'wan, Whether
+his mutual anintelligibitity of spoken dialects in the ‘ different
parts of England and Scotland pervades alsq the writien dialcts
of those parts is' a question of which'we haye r.ofirst hand know-
ledge. If the question is answered {n the affrmative, namely that-
the ackmowledgeus difference in spoken dialeets finds place
also in current local literatere, and if, notwithstanding this
dialectic difference in spokén and written tdogue, text-kooks
meant for primary schools in England are writted in the
simple form of the metropolitan ]nngruage, the case for the
scheme of dialectic differentiation propused to be adopted in
the elementary text-books of the different parts of Bengal and
Behar becomes very weak indeed. Bdt we are not quite sure
whether the acknowledged dialectic difference in England is
not ori2 mainly of pronunciation and that+a book wristen in
literary or metropolitan HKunglish is not intelligible all over
England or even Seotland. If the dialectic difference in England’
be one mainly pf pronunciation and do not find place in
current local literature, ther. the das: for the proposed scheme
becomes ver~ strong, knowing as we do that the difference in
dialect at any rate in Rengal proper it pot one of pronunciation
only or mainly, In contrasting thérefore the condition of
England with that of Bengal in the matter of dialectic differen-
tiation with a view to its adupti:;u n text-hooks in Bengal,
the necessary data for our decision are wanting and we appeal
to the Goverament and to our English contemporaries to throw
lizht on the subject.

In this connection might be mentioned the fact that the
diaiects of Beogal proper are top many to be fairly represented
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or dealt with by the proposed division of them intp four, name-
ly«Northern, E'lstErn Western and Central,

As qurds the ether point rimsed namely whether the
introduction of the sehem: will stand in the way, of those rurgl
bu}'-s who wisl beproceed to higher stamuuds the Government
Regnlutm‘h lavs down deﬁmte]v that the niw scheme is meant,
for those uuiy who donet iutend and are not likely to proceed to
hl’rrher corrses of skudy. THe schemé is based oh this assump-
tion and with the reservation fentioned above we have nd*fault
to find with lt, provided the assumpfion be trte.. Whether the
assumption is true or not opens wp a broader question of soaial
orgawizatior thaif we are prepared to dispuss Here,
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