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BENGAL PROVERBS AND THE LIGHT (HEY THROW ON  THE
SOCIAI, LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE BENGALEES,

‘Thére are some' proverbs which throw a flood of Jight on the

internal condijtion of Bengal sdnet}r Time, chapgeth and we |

cha_p,ne with *..une and as such many of the ancient ‘social cus-
toms of Bengal have ceased to exjst and many are about to
h&cnme extinct. These* prmerbs enable as to com pare our present
maﬂn:;rs and customs with® of thc:-se that are, extinct. And
what will that comparison $how.? If will shﬂw thit«in some
respects we have improved and in some reshacts, we have gone
down.

Learning hus always been held in‘esteem’by the:Hindus. The
educatien of children is looked upon vy them, aS a -primary
duty. Hence we have the prmerb—f‘{ﬁq ﬁ’ﬂ_ﬁ 'fqﬂﬂ" qi{Gi$
9 At (lit. the cat wh:ch lives in the house of ﬁlndu learns
two letters and a half). ' We have also another well-known pro-
verb—xq¢f ’J}Ii g% A7 (lit. an illiterate son is as fierce as pama
or the god of death). This is¢very true. We all know what
incalculable migchief is bmught about by an uneducated son.
There is no happiness in that educated family. ,.ti'lat"’cuums an
illiterate fool among its members.

The Kayastht of Bengal spend much of their t‘me in pursuitl_f;
nf learning. They value educatign highly. T he proverb—

F{TITSY (BT IACAY w/ts|iy ©1% (1. e.. a Kayastha earus his

bread by #he<nk of his pen) tells us that the Kaycsthas maintain
their livelihood by cier;cal and other literary pursuits. This
proverb informs us ‘of annth&r thing. In days of yore the Brah-

mins alone used to lmpatt education in Zfofs, the Khsatriyas:

were engaged, in mlhtar}r affairs and the Vassyas in, trade and
agricuiture. In course of time g branch ‘of the Khsatriyas
called the Kayasthas sprang up. AL first they' wé.e engdged in
elementary literary pursuits, But steadily they advanced and at
last were able to stand side by side with the educated Brahmins.

The proverb—¥{TRT®H 11311 393 A (lit. an illiterate Kayastha
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runs neck and neck with the bullock of an oilman) informs us of
the low estimation in thrh an illiterate Jfayastﬁn is held.

Forinerly liquor was an article of consumption in this country.
But common people were not so fortunate as they arz now. The
prmerh-—— 59 ¥ ®ica qeqa 7w’ (lit.ca IJEHaEl.I]t kuows ‘oot how
liquor tastes) tells us that 11quq1r was not an artmle of mnsump-
tion amorg the lower glasses. It was either becauSe llquﬂr wasrmtly
or was not very easﬂy #vgilable, so that they were cnmpellet‘l to
abstain from 1t But.now that the§e twé obstacles have been :re-
moved, hquur has becnn}e a favourite beyérage among tnem.
Not to cpéak of towns, eyen over dut-of-the-way villages Bacchus
holds his sway, R-ngal Society has now become more corrupt in
this respect that it was beforer

Not long ago‘polygamy ‘was much practised in Bepg4l. Byt
thanks to Vidyasagara and other honest workers, socicty has
. much 1mpruved in this reslject The provefb—‘g% A} 317 IF 7:¥
®{®’ (lit. he who has two wives suffers much) informs us of the
worry and disturbance which a man havmg two or more wives is
suhjfcttd to. The factitious veneratién which a s-::ﬁ feels for his
step- -mother is best shdwn by the proverb— ﬂtﬂa THTAILY
ﬁl!‘[iﬂt? '5775" (lit. to hnv. to one s step rpnther for the sake
of the fatr.IEr) - T hese proverbs w arn men agamst the evil conse-
quences of polygamy. t

Formerly various kinds of arts flourished in<Bengal. But now
‘most of them have become extmct Spmmng is one nfthem
Womeu of Bengal were apt at spmmng Many families were
maintained by selling the thread spun by women. Bengal
women were very reluctant to while” away their time idly as is
shown by the proverb—‘3di I{i& ‘H@iﬂ FIaig (litt I have
neglected spinnjng in running after wain pursuits). The proverb—
‘gterata 5aFtT 139 wie’ (i, oil your own charkq, e. spinning
wheel) informs us thst spinning was so extensively practised in
Bengl that there was hardly any family without a ckarka.

The following proverbs tell us of the oppression of the
zemindars in days gone by:—3t7 «|ltg I1H, S’ e w1
(/£ "It 1s I‘Iﬂl‘u;i 0 cope with-a person who possesses land); e
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" "oy fewl xifst, Tyt 71 Mo w7 Sify (4. ride on the back of
a: elephan,t'and beg. I demolish yout Louse, if vou o not yield
‘of your own accord). Bengal being an agricultural country has
mapy proverbs relatjﬁg to agriculture. e. £. (WTIA HITA Gi4 *TH,
(/it. agritulture relieves distress), (T IAT 1 IW ‘g9, S 7y
ﬂﬁﬁlﬁ (75t I-fis Jot i1s _ever miserable who hds bullocks thdt do

not “turni the plough.) The proverb T%a 1@ (fitag ?  reminds

us of tBe frequent imzuzsions of the Burmese into P;eﬁgal.

Every country kas its ?wah games, India too Has many games,
but being a hot country she is in favour of indoor games such
as card-playing, chess-playing etg. Piaying with cowries was
also in vogune. Even now little boys in villiges play various
kinds o7 game with cowries. We have a proverp about this'play-
ing with cowries—* (Y7l wtaid F i 3fgrs e c4Al iy’ (lie. he
who can play well is able to play with cowries having Lores in
them.) The proverb means an able mda manaées his work even
with the clumsiest utencils.

The provetb—‘=itstra o, fastta sfwe’(lit. he who js clean
wins fortune, he who is a good debater wins a title) “informs
us that the Hindus of Bengal keep' their houses neat and
clean. The cleanliness of the poor villagers of Bengal mig, servetas
a model to niny a wealthier man. Although the illiterate village
women are ignorant of the very A B C of modern sanitary rules,
vet they rise early in the morninyg and sweep away diz. and dust
frobm every part of the ‘ouse and ‘then sprinkle water mixed
with cow-dung over every part of cthe floor and verandah.
After cleansing the domestic utensils they go to bathe and then
begin to anok. Although they do not ride or play tennis like
European ladies; yet engaged in such multifarous domestic
duties they generally become healthy and strong.’

The latter ‘nalf of the above proverd informs us of . another
matter. Formerly the merit of a idlstudent was pot te:st[ed by
an examination. The test which he had to pass was far more
difficult. Many pundits were invited' on the Skrad and other
ceremonies to a rich man’s house. An assembly was formed of
these invited pundits and in that aszembly: these who ‘were
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young discussed Sak#ya (Literature), Byaukarare (Grammar),
Smrits | (Sutial Institues), Darshana (Phtlurnphy} etc. The
old pundtts acted as ]udges He who wou the day was honoured
with a title. ‘This practice has well mgh d1sappeared now a
days. I . '
The custorn of<entertaining’strangers 15 pr&vajent among all
nations. But it is a pity that with the ‘increase ‘of qvilinaticn
the practicé is dying outegradually, In l('he eye of = Hincu
house.holder, .hospitality «has sarredness ot Fnrerly
when tramellmg was at oace dan‘gerbus and troublesome, ev ery
Hindu "house-helder thﬁaught it his bounden duty to welcome
strangers. TU tv.u them out was deemed a flagrant crime. To

keep men alive to these noble ‘sentiments we have the prme: k—

oqq 7{tH7 A7 ‘Eﬂi lﬂ’?l ﬂﬁ (to_1 feed the hungry is the highest,
form o charity).

Tlie Hindus dre very particular about the:r food. Living as
they do in a hot country, they have rejected many things as unfit
to be eaten. Things such as beef are not to be touched even.
‘Wh[-.."ll,r.-’.’-"ﬂ say—“‘“E1q F AT (SI(A1H, ¥ it means l'l.-E" has dlECEI‘d;Ed
even the very alphabet with 4s much abhorrénce as a Hindu
daes beef. -

In all countries marriage causes some expense., ]‘Eut marriage
in Bengal has become very expensive from the time of Ballal
Sen, the frufider of Kulintsm among the highér castes of Bengal.
We have a well-known proverb which informs us of the hegy
expenditure in marri’lgﬂ-— fary #fare 3fo 93 Afas wfe (e,
money is required in marrmge and J;cnpa in building a thatched
house). If a Axlin marries his sone into a won-kulin family,
the "Bulin farher exacts a certam amnunt‘ ﬂf mune}r called
pana from the {zther of the noni: i’:n bride b}r way of compensa-
-tion for the degradation he thereby undergt?es Save and
excerpt the Ghnsh Bose ard Mitra families, the numerous other
Kayastha of Ben gal called maunlicts have to marry their sons and
daughters into &u/in families. Therefore these Kayasthas are cor-
pelled to spend much in times of marriage.

"The proverb-—4t1a (31 @L43) At 47 &ifs, Fram Ty 2tz
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ai{e’(z. ¢. worship him who has wealth ¢r virtues, but kick him
«who is simply a &u/znz by birth) inforrt.g us that the konour of the
kulin is graem‘;lyr ‘diminished. When people saw that the kulin
no lﬂnger pﬁss&ssed thosz qualities which a Aulin uught
to possess and violated' the ru,les enjoined upon. him by the
Shastras, they nafura]ly sl:ghte'd him. They began :to respect .
¢ thout nen- _kilins who were endowed witl: good qualities. Thus
*b}r degrees the word éua‘m has lost ruch of its charm.
“ The custom of us:tmg szcred placesis prevalgnt among the fol-
lowers of every rehglmi But the. Hindus have carried the
matter a little too far. From the remotest cornérs of India
people flock to a sacred place. We very seld..~ sez Hindu women
come out from their inner apartinents; but thousands of them
go tu{dis;,tant ‘sacred places on foot without any scruples on the
score of decency. Nut to speak of Benarés and Gya, even to the
distant Brindabun man}r poor men and women go, undergmntr
every sort of trouble and hardship. So fervent is the religious
zeal of the Hindus We have many proverbs concerning this
nractice of Y151t1ng sacred"places. The following is one df them—
‘afi &f4 LAAMCTF A, B4 GKE ATH IWIIA (2. e. a really pious
man need not yisit sacred places as his heart is a temple where

God most delights to dwell). L

Bimal CHaxDrA Ravy.
ltirst year class.
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Mass Polarization.

In a sing'e-fluid voltaic eJement,, the dis-engaged Hydrugen
travelling with the current is deposited on the negatne plate
which is thereby more. or less separated from the liqui& and is
put under a sort of strain owing to the deposited Hydrogen'
tending to penetrate into the mass of the plate and is said to be

polarized.



