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EXTRACT.
THE ExaMinaTiON CHAOs,

ENGLAND is probably the most examma.-tmn ridden country-
w the world. France and ﬁeuuany, espemnily “the former,

are by no means free from the grind of exawminations, but as
Matthew Arnold pointed out long ago in the case of France,
the public examinations are placed almuat Eﬂt-ll‘&]} at the endeof
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the i)upii;s career, so<hat with the exception ‘of those primary
'suhularﬂ who take the French leaving-certificate, the examiia.
tion age does not begin before sixteen. In Eﬂ&]i}ﬂd on, the other
hand, the average boy is often under firc'even before he is in
his teens, and is harassed by a‘succession of external examina-
tions throughout his‘entire career. The reasons fm ﬂ'ma stute
of affairs are probaoly mamfuld “But the prmclpalfun& it can
be hardly doubted, is to e traced back to the lurge measu.e

of awonomy that the Average &nglish secondary school has
enjoyed. Parept. and publm contributory bodies have grown
gradually more exigent and inquisitive about what the schools
were doing. Headinastersthave been compelled to grant nd-
mittance to external examinations ip urder to presn‘we thelr
own independenge. Nay more, they ‘have sometimés aided
and abetted the invasion. They bave often acknowle :ged in
the case of their subordinates the te;mhmg independence which
titey have claimed for themselves. “The headmaster bLas, uad
indeed all the rights of an overlord, but tlie tenure enjoyed "
» by his gtaff bhas been in certain respects, ag loose as that of
tenant-in-clnef, If the average school has been a castle, the
various class-rooms have each been a strong room into which
the beadmgster only intruded Lut rarely and with many
apologies. Hence the desice on his part to control in turm the
teaching of his sabordinates by means of some external test,

Unfurt.nnaEely the<Headmaster by <his ;Eﬂﬂhtﬂnuﬁ of tinis
external audlt has neither saved, his autcnomy nor obtained
the right ‘sort of check over the' feaching of his subordinates.
On the coutrary, external exalninations, oute they bave been
aduntted within the four walls of the schoold, become a veri-
table U'rojanniorse, and ﬂpeedlly end by dominating the whole
scope and range of the teaching., 'To-day, instead of curricula,
as 1t shuuld be, governing examinations, it is examinations
which guvarn currieula. Krom the pusition of mere tests they
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have usurped the prerogative of diqta;.ing wkat we are to
teach and how it should be taught. Yet this i a prerogative
that it too nfteu l’.'llllj gTI‘I'EIS-EIl blindly. Itis not the business
of an examiner 1o’ criticise the carriculum of the time table.
Each exnmm‘er «in every subject is alaw upto himself. He
sef. up o cort of a priori standard.offen evolved ont of his.
quesj;mnn ‘ate largely pounfind to leI’lt‘.ﬂ that bind themselves
tui‘erse lqd cnnms&[reatmen‘r even IT he does not go so far
as to frame que-':tmm which ae more amted to the exaniiners
convenience n looking over the papers thea ,to «the pupil’s
advantage in encouraging him fo master tne subject, The
examiner lag too «iten never taught the subject ‘to candidates
of the 1-1;5? he 1s examining aud sets far too special quesyions,
On havin’g evolved a particular type of qpeshnn he is willing
to go on year after year rmgmﬂ' the uh.lnges on the same 1dea,
though the teqchmﬂ met‘mds in the subjects have r-:dmall}
ehanged and t,he gnestion in its present form is an anl;xrel'r
inadequate test Of what they -re attempting,  And lastly
examinations being often spread over a very large nxmVer of
schools, the unjformity that u single paper in each subjoet
dntails, on the schools cannot fail to bave a harmfui ueﬂ'eet. on
the individuality in teacling that each school .onght t& deve-
lop.~ScHOOL.




