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languagces other than English, of all persens whn howevér - otherwise
qualified 10 examine in them do ndc possess a very fair knﬂwledge of
Fnglish as well. A'mere statement. of this proposition will :carry
conviction in the mmds of those whﬂ are interested in prevent:mg
these examinations -rom being reduced to a mere farce.

(énuther reform is the ahnl:tmn ‘2% least from the hlgher
examinations, of the method of affixing ‘marks to each question.
T In-: .nethod has evidently been mtmduced with a view to arriving
at accuracy of valuation, but this however desu‘a.hle is not the sole
nor the primary object of an‘examination. This machdaical
accuracy is attained at too great a sacrifice .of _efﬁt:ierfcy. The
system handicaps an examiner to such An extept that with his eyls
open and in spite of himself he has tn “pass” a candidate whom he"
would never otherige pass and' 1o “ plﬂug ” another who surely
deserves a betler fate, A sysiem which renders an examiner a mozre
automaton and has a tendency to take away from him all sense of
responsibility and intelligent interest in his work stands self-
condemned._ : ¢

'The above nole is not meant to be exhaustive but ‘merely
suggestive. ' ;

G. C. B

JL}V P3YCHOLOGY SHOULD BE TAUGHT,

Que of the reasons -why Psychology appears exceedingly
ary sud difficalt to our stndents is, I believe, un® erroneous
vonception of its subjeci<matier, Thnugh modern works on
Puychology define its srope mcse or less definitely, very little
attempts are made by those whao actually teach the subject-io
Kive the students a cleur and dbfinite idea of things studied in
'sychology and of the methods of iuvestigation to be, foilowed
thore-in. “I'he consequence is that students us a rule take it as
w mysterious sciéhce dediing with certain mysterious and

r



118 BANGABASI cou.mgn MAGAZINE.

¢thereal objsets about, whish they can not know or discover any-
thing more or less thay what is given in their text-books.
We  have therefure found students who can write pages of
learned matter on “ Tactual perceptior of External things,”
buc can not write a ﬂehqihle paragraph on:the growth of the
ideas of ‘« pen;’ or ‘my pen.’

I believe Lhis state ok thinge will disnppear if che teacher
takes sonie pains in making the subject anfercsting 'to his
students. Ard the hest way of deing it is to give them a clear
and definite idea of it$ subject mmten. It may be pointed out
that Psychology is not a mystarmns science, but a plain
EIIIPII'IE:LI study of Yacts asceal and as open to vbservation as
the facts studied in - Physies or Chemistry or Astronomy.
Plnysma deals witl: certain. t.hmgf' called plhysical, things
llkﬁ ‘Mater, Electrivity, Heat, Light, in order to discover
sume laws about them, It attempté to find out the general
properties of matter, special properties of liquids, gases, “heat,
electricity, which are opeu to observation and which may
be muitlph&d by experiments in our la.huratorn.s. Chemistry
studies the Jaws' of certain peculiar changes, analyses
compopnds into their constituent elemeuts nand discovers
their preperties.  Similarly’ Psychology deals with certain
ficts as real as any physical facts and as open to' observa-
tion, namely facts like sensation, percepts, images, sympaihy,
anger, pleasere, pain, which are 'as real as oxygen and
hydrogen and as worth inx:ﬂsticratiun' ‘nto as phyamal objects.
bhem:sury tries to find out the P"ﬂpEI‘tIBE of oxygen,to notice
that it is ievisible, u:odaruus supports life and combus-
tion, A psychologist tries to- £nd out ‘the properties of
Pleasure, a thing as real as oxygen, and probably as, impaortant,
For instance, he finds that pleasure is a purely menial
thing, springs under ‘certain concitions, creat~3 a desire to
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continue it, varies in kind and int&nsity, and enters as an
element in all desires, If 1n ﬁhél'llir}.ry we analyse Sulphuric
Acid into sulphurI h ydruwen and oxygen ; in Psychology " we
analyse a percept into” a group of ynsutmns a desire into an
idea of a thing which is pleasant and Eglt as a want, a craving,
‘an active consciousness and 1o some casgs mvalﬂhcr a mp'resenm-
tiot, of tie movement to be made in order to realise it. In the in-
vesiigation of a physical ,phennmenuu iike heat, ‘we nuotice its
offects on a material substance ; in the ‘investigation ~f a
mental phenomenon like freling, ‘we ndiice the éffects “of
repetition or change on' it, how ,the former dulls and the
latter intemsifies it. The physical substances aie reducible to
sixty-six elem~~{z,  All meital ];;henumana. in spite of their
infinite variety are reduciblé to three : l:nawmg, feeling willing,

In a wm-d Psychology, like pthEIEE deals with a certain
department of thmgs called mental things thmgu like sensa-
tion, .percepts, images, coneepts, thuuuht attentio, memory,
Jesire and numrrdas athers which remain to be dlsﬁnvered by the
investizators, How can we get at these facts which we have
ot to study ¢ Exactly oy the same methods which we employ in
the physical sciences—Observation and Experiment. To discover
the properties of Gold, youget sowe of it, heat it, weigh, lt note its
specific gravity, discover the compounds it forms with other ele-
ments, the acid in which it is soluble and <o forth. Similarly to
diwoover the properties of 2 seunsation, you excite’a point on
your skin by a pin, notice ‘the sensatior thzt follows and its
charatevistics, You find it* has no welght but it bas a con-
oomitaut feeling (pam), it has'a certain ]l'ItEI:IElt-jI" which vacies
with the strength of the sfimulus applied; is qualitatively
diflorent flum the scnsation whieh 1s¢ produced by some sugar
put on the tongue; occupies some time but not space ; lasts a

little longer ‘vhan - the stimulus : dlanppenm when the nerve
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connecting * the, skin_point and the brain is cut ; appears as
external, though it is an interesting enquiry whether it did so
appear from the very beginning or this propecty is subsequently
acquired. Take again the thing called fear. Note its
cause, its symptoms or expressions, the condition of its growth
and decay. By Experiment again you can fini out the laws
of atiention as you find out the laws of atmospheric pressure.
Attention is active; uttragted by interesting objects ; -given to
one thing at a tlme cunatant]yrosml]at.m - has various degrees;
and the idea to ;vluﬂh it is gigan benﬂmes vivid, intense and
definite, while {he idea to which it 1s not given tends to grow
obscure and to-drop off from consciousness ; it aids recollection
and its span is exceedingly rarrow. You can not recite u poem
and do asimple .rithmetical sum rir.ultaneously, can not read
more than 3 or 4 ‘etters in half a second, can not count
the ticks of a watch for a long ti.ae, nor can think of gold or
flower alone for a long time as mesmerists umenaunablj ask
their subjeets to do.

All these prove that the facts to be $tud1ed in ‘psycirology
are not mysterious'in any sense and that thougl) in this science
there is greater rcom for observation than Experiment it is
no more & m ysterious science than astronomy or medioine,
The EphJEﬂt matter of Psychnlugy is wholly obscuted Ly its
being descrited ‘as sgl&nce of mind or soul’ Whth natually
suggests a inysterious agent beyond observation and experi-
ment and something vastly superior. to what we call facts.
Psychology does ‘aot treat of the spul,as Physics does not treat of
the ultimate nature of matter. Ner is iv a branch of Metaphy-
sics, because it is taught by thc professor of Phlosophy, 1t
deals, I Im-.‘re said, with certain plain facts like Seusation, Per-
ception, Anger &c, which are as worth stadying ae chlnrme

oxygen or sulphuric acid. . .
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This ought to show that J?aye,hﬁlugy deals - with ‘a
whole department of things:accessible to observation and
in thut department, as in the department which forms. the
subject matter of Zoology or Botany, there is an immense
field for an explorer, Certain mental things are well
"Kknown ns certain species of plants.-or animals ; ‘out there
arc numerous others which remain to be discovered by carcful
oh orvers. Most ooks on P-ychology scarcely draw the atten-
tion of tha student to this fact; and their systematic and
‘sketehy’ treatment of the subiect produces the erronsous im-
pression that the task of « Psychologis: is not so’much discovery
as cxplanation. But Psychology would no moere be perfest
with the knownr mental fvcts than medicine with the known
discasren, or ustronomy w:th the known planets. There are
nwnorous feelings and mental phenomena which for their
minuteness have escaped observation and have therefore remain-
o un-named, But minute though they are, they are.to be dis-
aovered by the Psycliologist, classified, described, named aud if
powsible  explained, What discoveries are being made in
this direetion, nxd what immense field there 1s for an explorer
in the montal region, I shall try to desciibe in a [uture paper.
* P, L DL
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iNGLISH AT THE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION,

Although English is a- fnreignr tongne to the Indian
studont, it has been de_lilherube:'.';f ddopted by the Uni:rersity as
the modinm of instruction, as'well as the' medinm of expressieon.
of  thought on the part of candidates for examiuation,
What therefore is practically wanted is that our ntudetkgs should

obtuin such 4 ready familiarity with the language as to be able
to understand Dook’s written dnd lecturés delivered in English



